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*Sirte, trying to find out the date of the appearance of the name and its meaning
Abstract:

This paper deals with the name of one of the Libyan cities, the name of which is Surt, by trying to
answer the following questions: When did this name appear? What meaning did the name have? At
what point did the name become that of a well-known settlement? Was it the only name given to this
settlement throughout its history? Was the meaning of this name, suggested by Procopius, appropriate
and, if not, what is the most likely explanation for its meaning?

In attempting to answer these questions, the paper uses important information obtained from literary
sources, and from both Greek and Latin languages. This paper also deals briefly with the city of Surt
throughout its deep history - that history consisting of stages of its ascent, due to prosperity, and
decline which continued over many centuries. It deteriorates when it goes through a period of decline
— the last of which was approximately at the end if the twelfth century and the beginning of the
thirteenth century A D - to the extent that only ruins now remain of its building that travelers
mentioned as they passed through. When life was revived in the city in the modern era, it was not on
the ancient site but within fifty kilometers to the west of it.
Keywords: Libyan cities - ancient history - the city of Sirte.
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L Herodotus, the Histories: translated by Aubrey de Selincourt, Revised, with an introduction and notes by A. R.
Burn, Penguin Books, 1977, Book 2, p. 141.
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I. The Syrtis (Surtis), name of two large shallow gulfs on the coast of Libya. II. Metaph.,
destruction.

Surtys, cord for drawing with, rein.
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Syrtis, a sandbank, a quicksand; esp. one on the coast of Northern Africa, including Syrtis
Major (now Sidra), and Syrtis Minor (now Cabes): The coast opposite the Syrtis.
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