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Abstract:
Libya has witnessed a democratic transition process since the early months of 17"

February Revolution, 2011.However, aftereight years, there is still a gap in the literature about
this topic. Thus, this study aims to fulfil a part of this gap by describing and analyzing the
Libyan attitudes towards the democratic the transition process in Libya post Kaddafi era during
the years, 2012-2014. Currently, the Libyans view themselves as participants in the democratic
process that Libya is enjoying since August 2011, when the declaration of the liberating of
Libyan was announced by the President ofthe Interim Transitional National Council “ITNC” in
Benghazi. The findings of this study demonstrate that the Libyans are no longer view
themselves as belonging to parochial or subjective political cultures; and therefore, the rate of
registration on the 7"of July 2012 election reached 93%, whereas the ratio of the actual voting
reached 65% of the total eligible voters. The negative attitudes towards Kaddafi’s regime have
changed into positive patterns after the victory of 7"February Revolution. These positive
attitudes towards participation culture are spilled over towards the new political system as well
as its internal and external policies. Nevertheless, negative attitudes towards issues that threat
the national identity have been reported as the majority of the participants rejected federalism
as a political system for the new Libya. The findings also indicate that issues related to Amazigh
language, liberal democracy and forgiveness with Kaddafi’s supporters before the interim-
justice takes place were also rejected by a large portion of the sample.

Keywords: ITNC, NPC, the Interim Constitutional Declaration, system attitudes, process

attitudes, policy attitudes.
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Introduction:

Arab Spring revolutions in the North Africain particular, and in Arab World, in general,
have changed the political map of the region. Accordingly, democratic transition processes have
been witnessed in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya since 2011. Parliamentary and presidential
elections were held in these countries along with the development of new constitutions in
Tunisia and Egypt. However, other Arab countries like Morocco and Jordan made some
preventive steps to avoid the impact of these revolutions, whereas excessive force has been used
in Syria. The reasons behind the revolutions in these countries include lack of freedom, poor
economic conditions and the interference of foreign countries (Salamey, 2012). The focus of
this study is on the democratic transition process in the New Libya or post Kaddafi’s Libya. On
the 3" of August 2011, the new Libya adopted a contemporary constitutional declaration that
drew a road map towards democracy. It was supposed that by 2013, a permanent constitution
should have been established and a new political system should have been functioning. As the
Libyans are in the process of democratic transition, their attitudes towards this process represent
the focus of politicians, scholars, civil society and global organizations. Thus, some of these

attitudes will be investigated in this study.

Data and Methodology:
Methodologically, scientific studies describe and examine specific problems

(Buchanan, 1988: 12-15). Review of the literature reveals that a political culture varies from

one country to another (Riggs, 1964; and Heady, 1974). There are differences between political
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culture of democratic nations and that of authoritarian regimes. Previous studies stressed that
the Libyan people viewed themselves as belonging to parochial and subjective cultures.
(Obeidi, 1996 & 2001) The national identity is weak and fragile, due to the political
socialization that Kaddafi’s regime attempted to impose on the Libyans since the coupe d’état
in 1969 (Obeidi, 2001). And since the political regime has been changed in Libya in 2011, the
problem of this study therefore addressed these two questions: is there a change in the Libyan
political culture in the post Kaddafi’s era? if so, is the new political culture supportive for the
ongoing democratic transition in the country?

Accordingly, two hypotheses have been developed. While the basic hypothesis expect
a causal relationship between the democratic transition on one hand, and attitudes towards
democracy on the other hand (Cozby, 2003: 64-67), the null hypothesis does not expect that.
Thus, the two hypotheses might be stated as follow:

e The democratic transition in Libya is expected to affect the Libyan political culture

either positively or negatively.

e The democratic transition in Libya is not expected to affect the Libyan political culture.

While the democratic transition will be dealt with as an independent variable, political
culture “attitudes” will be treated as a dependent variable. According to the previous
hypotheses, this study will deal with both variables on three functional levels of analysis:
system, process and policy (Almond, 1978). As far as the approaches, methods and techniques
of this study are concerned, it should be emphasized that multi strategies plan is adopted
utalizing empirical and normative approaches, descriptive and analytical methods, quantitative
and qualitative techniques.

Regarding the data of this study, it should be mentioned that a questionnaire was developed
in order to collect data that will enable us to examine the validity of basic and null hypotheses.
The questionnaire included seven controlling variables, as well as forty-one questions or
variables that reflect the three mentioned functional levels of analysis. The sample of the study
was selected randomly, and the final responses were received by the end of 2012. The number
of received responses was 1068 and were entered in the computer in order to examine the
validity of the two hypotheses.

In order to control the relationship between the variables of this study, seven variables were
incorporated in the questionnaire regarding: gender type, age, education, income, social status,

occupation, and place of living. The sample was, to a large extent, representative for the
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population in terms of the seven mentioned controlling variables. No significant differences
were noticed on the macro-level of analysis, especially within the framework of the total
attitudes variable. Nevertheless, significant minor differences were recorded on the micro-level
of analysis, but they did not affect the overall positive attitudes towards the democratic
transition in the new Libya, as it will be demonstrate later on.

According to the previous hypotheses, this study will be divided into the following sections:
e Libyan political culture in the new millennium,
e Democratic transition in the New Libya,
e The impact of democratic transition upon Libyan political culture,

e Conclusion: results.

Libyan Political Culture in the New Millennium:

Political culture, according to Almond and Powell (1978: 25) “is the set of attitudes,
beliefs, and feelings about political current in a nation at a given time.” In this sense, political
culture reflects three elements or levels: (Almond & Powell, 1978: 26)

e Cognitive component, which reflects individual knowledge about internal and external
surrounding environmental conditions, such as, the political system, leaders, decision
making process and its internal and external outputs. The Questionnaire of this study
incorporated this element; therefore, answering the question require a minimum level
of knowledge regarding the constitutional declaration, the 17" February revolution and
its development, the interim period and the road map of democratic transition in Libya
post-Kaddafi era.

e Effective element that involves peoples’ orientations towards political system, political
process and policy process. In this regard, the Likert’s scales of measurement was
adopted; and thus the ordinal level of measurement ranged from strongly disagree into
strongly agree.

e Evaluative dimension, which consist of moral values that enable individuals to criticize,
for example, the slow responses of political system to his or her demands. The
evaluative aspects is also included in different questions, that required certain positions,
such as criticizing internal or external policies that adopted by the contemporary Libyan
government in post-Kaddafi era.

As far as Libyan political culture is concerned, review of the literature reveals that there is

generally a huge gap in this regard. Due to the nature of Kaddafi’s authoritarian regime (1969-
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2011), negative feelings and opposition to his regime were treated as serious political crimes
that end up either in a long span of prison or execution. Furthermore, the gap in the literature
continued in the post Kaddafi’s era, due to time factor and lack of scientific infrastructure.
Despite the mentioned gap in the literature, one should mention the contribution of some
scholars in this regard.

While one study focused on the process of political socialization in the elementary schools
during the Kaddafi’s era,(EI-Mogherbi, 1978) others described and analyzed empirically the
attitudes of a student sample towards: national identity, tribalism, political participation, women
human rights, Arab unity and nationalism, and the Palestinianissue. The results of Obeidi’s
study reported negative attitudes towards tribalism and political participation on the one hand,
and positive orientations towards Arabism, Islam, women rights, Arab nationalism, Arab unity,
and the Palestinian case on the other hand.(Obeidi, 1996 and 2001)Since the case study is the
method adopted by Obeidi’s study; therefore, the generalization of her findings is limited.(see
in this regard: Eckstein, 1975: 79-137; and Babbie, 2008:328)

There is also a recent survey conducted by the International Republic Institute “IRI” in the
Eastern part of Libya, and its main finding reflected optimism towards the future of new Libya.
The Survey of IR interviewed a large sample (N=1428) in five different parts of Eastern Libya,
and it concluded that economic preferences are the first priority among the majority (79%) of
the individuals, who were included in the sample. Only, one third of the sample (33%) gave a
priority to political and security situation in the new Libya. Furthermore, only half (49%) of the
sample trust and support the Interim Transitional National Council “ITNC” that govern the
country in the period (22 February,2011 to 8 August,2012) Even though the sample is
considerable in terms of size, but it did not represent the entire population, particularly in the
Western part of Libya, where the ratio of population reach 60% of the total Libyans. But, the
IRI’s survey were conducted during the period of revolution, thus it focused on the liberated
eastern part of Libya.?

It is obvious, that the Libyan political culture was directed by the authoritarian regime
during the Kaddafi’s era, so political socialization of young generation was a major policy focus
during the years (1969-2011). Furthermore, the Kaddafi’s regime deemphasized the Libyan
national identity on the one hand, and emphasized Arabism and then Africanism on the other

hand, in order to be called the leader of Arab nationalism or “the king of the kings”.
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Furthermore, the Libyan people viewed themselves as parochial or subjective rather than
participant, due to the lack of freedom and encouragement of tribalism by Kaddafi’s regime.
Since liberty was the first slogan emphasized by the demonstrators in 17 February
revolution, new attitudes towards the political system are expected to exist. Freedom of speech
and media involvement in political life will support the levels of knowledge among Libyan
citizens. Furthermore, the democratic transition that took place in the new Libya resulted in
openness, optimism, trust and continuous dialogue among people, civil society, political parties
and government. In short, political culture nowadays is more encouraged and fluorescent

compared with the circumstances forty years ago.

Democratic Transition in the New Libya:

Review of the literature reveals that democracy requires a compatible set of values
system, particularly economic development and political legitimacy, in order to make it endure.
(see Seymour, 1959; Almond and Verba, 1963 and 1980) As far as the values system of
democracy are concerned, it should be emphasized that traditions and customs, rather than
Islam, have hindered in the past the Islamic countries from transferring into democracy.
In a distinctive study, Tessler (2002) concluded that, “Islam and democracy are incompatible”

The lack of empirical studies, regarding democratic processes in the Arab world, is
mainly due to the dominance of authoritarian and dictatorship regimes, and the spread of
political development crises, (see for example: Huntington, 1971). In a unique study, Moreno
(2002) find out that the prevailing political culture in Mexico reflected low levels of support
for democracy, interpersonal trust and intolerance, versus high levels of support for non-
democratic government and strong stress on deference, (Moreno 2002).

As far as Libya is concerned, review of the history reveals that Libya was
a constitutional Monarchy in the period, 1951-t0-1969, and a dictatorship regime during the
years, 1969-t0-2011. Therefore, many Libyans knew both types of governance in the last six
decades. The interactive dynamic of religion, tribalism, oil and ideology shaped and affected
the political processes in the past, and they are expected to do so in the future. (See in this
regard, Sawani, 2012: 1-26) The democratic transition that Libya is enjoying in the post-
Kaddafi era, is generally a first step in a long journey towards democracy, and thus government
and people alike will face tremendous problems. Nevertheless, review of democratic transition
processes in the new Libya is a prerequisite in this regard; therefore, we will follow up the steps
that adopted by Libyan authorities towards democracy since the beginning of 17" of February

2011.
1 ——
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On the3™ of August 2011, the ITNC, as a first step to build the new Libya according to
democratic values and principles, announced a constitutional declaration. The constitutional
declaration consists of 37 articles that govern the interim period on the one hand, and set up a
road map to democratic transition in the new Libya on the other hand. In this regard, article
(30) explained in details the processes of transforming Libya post Kaddafi’s into a democratic
country, in which the people determine their future and elect their government through ballot
for the first time since the last fraud election in 1964-1965.

During the interim period, the ITNC was the supreme authority, and it succeeded in the
process of managing the State until the National Public Conference “NPC” was elected on the
7" of July 2012, and exercised power since the 8™ of August 2012. The election of the “NPC”
was several weeks behind the schedule that determined by the road map, mainly due to political
and logistical management problems.

The ITN Cappointed, during the period of the revolution until the day of declaring the
liberation of Libyan soilon the 23" of October 2011, an interim executive office in order to
manage the crisis during the revolutionary era. After the liberation of Libya, an interim
government established in order to prepare for a second phase of democratic transition by
holding the first election since 1964-1965. When the NPC resumed power on the 8" of August
2011, it elected a contemporary government that will prepare for takeoff towards building the
state of law and institutions.

Although the Constitutional declaration gave Power for the NPC to formulate the
constitutional draft and submit it on the 8" of September 2012, later developments led the ITNC
to amend the constitutional declaration for second time on March, 2012, when it mentioned that
a committee of sixty will be chosen from the NPC. In the third amendment, the ITNC decided
on the 5 of July 2012 that the committee of sixty will be elected directly from the Libyan
people; therefore, it will be equivalent to the NPC in terms of legitimacy and power, since they
are both elected directly by people. Finally, the fourth amendment regarding the extending
period of democratic transition was declared by NPC in late 2012, because of disagreement
among its members, who split in their views between electing and appointing the committee of
sixty. Finally, the NPC decided in mid-February 2013 that the election is the rational choice for
the committee of sixty; therefore, the necessary measures was taken in order to fulfill this goal.*
Despite the delay in the process of democratic transition, due to political and security reasons,
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the Constitutional Declaration of 2011 spelled out the process of making the permanent
constitution by stated that: (the Constitutional Declaration, 2011: Article 30/2)

The constitution draft shall be approved by the National Public Conference, and

shall be referred to the people for a plebiscite with (Yes) or (No) within thirty days

from the date of the approval thereof by the Conference. If and when the Libyan

people approve the Constitution by two thirds of the majority of the voters, the

Constitutional Power shall then approve the constitution draft as being the

Constitution for the State. The National Public Conference shall also approve the

same. In case of disapproval of the Libyan people, the Constitutional Power shall

then be assigned to reformulate the constitution draft and the constitution draft

shall be re-referred to the people for a plebiscite within a period not exceeding

thirty days.

Another task of the NPC is to prepare for general election in the late 2013; and thus the
Law of public elections was issued by late 2012. The constitutional declaration emphasized that
both the NPC and the interim elected government “shall oversee the preparation of all the
requirements of conducting the election process in a democratic and transparent manner.” (see
the Constitutional Declaration, 2011)

The High National Election Commission, which shall be reformed by the NPC, shall
conduct the public elections under the supervision of the National Judicial Authority, the United
Nations and the international and regional organizations. Accordingly, the NPC shall ratify and
declare the outcomes of the elections, and shall convoke the Legislative Authority for meeting
by the end of 2013. In the first session thereof, the NPC shall transfer its powers to the new
Libyan parliament, which shall exercise its full Power.

By holding the first session of the Legislative Power or the new Libyan parliament in
the late 2013, the current Interim Government led by Ali Zed an shall be deemed and taken as
a caretaker government for conducting business until a new permanent government is appointed
in accordance with the new Constitution. The new constitution is not expected only to widen
the scope of human rights and select the best political system that reflect the surrounding
environmental conditions, but it will be also a vehicle to national reconciliation. (Rajabany,
2013).

Obviously, the process of democratic transition in the new Libya is not smooth, as it
seems to be, due to internal and external factors as well. The literature identified religion,

tribalism, oil, and ideology (Sawani, 2012), as well as short history of political unity, artificial
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and long borders, and the division of population on sectarian, ethnic and regional lines, (Gause,
2012) as main factors that affect democratic transition and the political future of Libya post-
Kaddafi. The previous factors, among other things, e.g. the spread of weapons, violence and
foreign intervention, are additional elements will affect certainly democratic transition and
political future of the new Libya. The external factor was prominent during the 17 February
revolution, and it will continue to do so in the present and the future as well. (For more details

on the role of external factor in the Libyan spring revolution (Kashiem, 2012: 556-570).

The Impact of Democratic Transition upon Political Culture:
As mentioned earlier, basic and null hypotheses will be examined in this section. In
order to do so, the data of this study will be described and analyzed statistically on two levels:

e Macro Level, Micro level.

Macro Level Analysis:

In this level of analysis, we will deal with attitudes towards democratic transition as whole;
therefore, the frequencies will be added together in order to create new variables. In this regard,
four variables will be developed as follow:

e The forty-one questions of the questionnaire will be dealt with as one major variable
named “total or general attitude”; therefore, the frequencies of the forty-one variables
will be added together in order to analyze it statistically as a whole.

e Furthermore, the forty-one questions will be also dealt with according to the three
functional levels of political culture that emphasized by Almond and Powell (1978), thus
we will call them: attitudes towards political system or “system attitude”; attitudes
towards political process or “process attitude”; and finally attitudes towards policies or
“policy attitude variable”.®

In order to analyze the data on the macro level, Tables: 1 and 2 were developed. The data
of Table: 1 demonstrates that the sample had positive attitudes as far as the four variables are
concerned. It is obviously, that the means of the four variables are bigger than the test values
indicated in Table: 2. While the test value of total attitudes variable that includes forty-one
questions equal (123), the data of Table: 1 indicates that the mean (281.116) exceeded the test
value noticeably by (158.116).°

But, when we break down the total attitudes variable into three sub-variables, the

differences among the test values and means are less noticeable, especially in the case of
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process variable where the difference did not exceed (3.592). However, the macro level
analysis does not enable us to explain whether or not there are divergent attitudes in this regard,
a matter will be explored more later on in the micro-analysis sub-section.

Furthermore, the data of Table-1 shows the values of standard deviations with a maximum
value in case of total attitude variable (21,44), and minimum value in case of process attitudes
variable (3.93). Since the higher the standard deviation, the less tightly the values are clustered
around the mean; therefore 99.9% of the cases will lie within three standard deviations and
above. While the mean in the case of total attitude variable is 281.116, and the standard
deviation is 21.441, thus it might be indicated that 99.9% of the cases will lie within 259.675
and 302.557.

Means and standard deviations, however, do not tell us the whole story. Thus, the data of
Table: 2 indicate that the mean difference (158.116) is higher than the test value (123), which
represents the normal attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya. Thus, the
patterns of attitudes as a whole are positive, as far as the democratic transition in the new Libya
is involved. Further analysis of data indicate that the positive attitudes towards democratic
transition in the new Libya might be supported from the “t” value, which is considerably high
in the case of total (t = 241) and system (t = 102.7) attitudes variables in particular, and policy
(t=63.2) and process (t = 29.9) variables in general.

The levels of significance that indicated in Table: 2 tell us also how the sample of the study
(n=1067) represents the attitudes of Libyan public opinion towards democratic transition in the
second decade of the twenty-first century.” Thus, levels of significance less than (p <0.05) lead
us to accept the basic hypothesis on the one hand, and reject the null hypothesis on the other
hand.® Further statistical tests regarding controlling the impact of attitudes on democratic
transition is done, in order to investigate the influence of variables such as: gender type, age,

education, income, social status, occupation, and place of living.

Table: 1* Means and Standard Deviations

N Mean Std. Deviation | Std. Error Mean
Total Attitudes 1068 281.11676 21.4411863 0.65608965
System Attitudes 1068 87.0763109 7.6627723 0.23447702
Process Attitudes 1068 33.5921348  3.93010321 0.12025921
Policy Attitudes 1068 39.77603 5.05642635 0.15472413

Data Source: A Questionnaire was delivered nationally by the author during 2012-2013.
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Table: 2 One Sample Test

Variables

. 95% Confidence
t df Slg' (2- Mean Interval of the
tailed) Difference R
Difference

I

Total Attitudes 240.999 | 1067 0.000 158.1168 | 156.8294 | 159.4041

i

System Attitudes | 102.681 | 1067 0.000 24.0763 23.6162 | 24.5364

i

Process Attitudes | 29.870 | 1067 0.000 3.59213 3.3562 3.8281

Data Source: Same as Table: 1.

Obviously, there are no significant differences reported on the macro-level of analysis.
Nevertheless, significant differences (p > 0.05) were recorded regarding the system, process
and policy variables among the three region of Libya, particularly between the west on one side,
and the east and south on the other side. But, there is no significant differences reported within
the framework of total attitude variable as far as regionalism is concerned. Further significant
differences were reported regarding the occupation variable, where the attitudes of students and
employees varied as far as total, system and process variablesare concerned. But, significant
differences between those who involved in high schools, colleges and universities were limited
to the process variable.

Significant variations were further reported between singles and married respondents on the
system, process and policy levels. Significant differences were also recorded between younger
and older generations on the macro-level as a whole on the one hand, and between education
levels and total and system variables on the other hand. Since the affective level of political
culture involved in this study; therefore, some of the sample’s respondents were either agree or
strongly agree. Accordingly, the levels of supports are not necessarily identical in all cases;
thus, significant differences were reported in the macro and micro-levels as well. But,
significant differences on the macro-level do not tell us the whole story; therefore, we will

explore more of that at the micro-level of analysis in the next sub-section.
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Micro-Level Analysis:

The macro-level of analysis did not tell us about the issues that might be rejected totally,
moderately or partially by the sample’s members. Thus, the focus of this sub-section will shift
from macro into micro level of analysis, in order to know what type of cases that reflect
divergent attitudes. In this regard, the forty one questions or variables will be dealt with
individually, so we can classify the most divergent from the coherent ones.

The statistical analysis of data on the micro-level of analysis showed that only six variables
reflected, by and large, negative attitudes (see Figure: 1). The means of these six variables are
less than the test value or (3); therefore, the data of Figure: 1 indicated that the general attitudes
of the sample refused to classified themselves as adherent to subjective and parochial cultures.
Furthermore, the general attitudes of the sample oppose federalism, tolerance with Kaddafi’s
supporters unless they are represented to justice, Amazigh as a formal language, and the
adaptation of liberal democracy without adopting it to the Libyan environmental conditions.

But further statistical analysis, as indicated in Table: 3, demonstrated that the mean
differences are varied from one variable to another; thus the larger mean differences, the more
negative attitudes towards issues that related to the democratic transition in the new Libya. The
level of negative attitudes in the sample was less than the tested value (3); therefore, one can
conclude that six different cases regarding democratic transition were rejected by the sample’s
members.

In order to confirm the previous conclusion, we should investigate the “t” values and
the level of significance as shown in Table: 3. The big “t” value indicated that the difference
between the average means and the test values is considerable on the one hand, and the level of
significances is less than 0.05 (p > 0.05) on the other hand. The “t” values is the highest in cases
related to subjective culture (-31.4543), parochial culture (-27.9606) and federalism (-20.8458),
respectively. This means that the attitudes towards such issues is less than the average mean or
the tested value, and below the accepted level of significance (p > 0.05); therefore, we can
conclude that the general attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya is positive,
with the exception of these five issues:

e SubjectiveCulture

e ParochialCulture

e Federalism

e Tolerance with Kaddafi'sSupporters

e AmazighLanguage
I —
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Figure : 1 Means and Standard Deviations on the Micro-Level of Analysis

3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0

Subjective | Parochial | Federalism | Kaddaf's Amazigh Liberal
Culture Culture Spporters | Language | Democrac
y
B Mean 1.978 2.027 2.159 2.804 2.818 2.927
[ St. Deviation 1.062 1.137 1.319 1.264 1.388 1.295

Data Source: Same as Table: 1.

Table: 3 “T” test and Level of Significance: Micro-Level Analysis

Test df | Sig. (2- Mean 95% Conf.
Value =3 tailed) | Difference
T

LiberalDemocracy | -1.84206 | 1067 | 0.066 -0.073 -0.15076 0.004761

Lower

Kaddafi'sSupporters | -5.05785 | 1067 -0.19559 -0.27147 -0.11971
ParochialCulture | -27.9606 | 1067 -0.97311 -1.0414 -0.90482

Data Source: Same as Table: 1.

A further split issue regarding the democratic transition is reported, when the question of
selecting the best political regime for the new Libya is answered by the sample’s respondents.
Figure: 2 shows that no agreement on a political system was reported; therefore, while the
presidential system was a first priority for more than one quarter (29%) of the respondents, the
Assembly (21%), parliamentary (18%) and the mixed presidential- parliamentary system (14%)
were selected as a second, third and fourth best available political systems for the new Libya,
respectively. Nevertheless, a considerable portion of the respondents were confused about the
question of best available political systems for the new Libya; thus, 18% of them they were
either not sure about the best political system for Libya (5%), or they did not answer the
question in the first place due to their lack of knowledge in this regard (13%). The split attitudes
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towards the available political systems for the new Libya are mainly due to the low level of
cognition on the one hand, and the impact of political Islam which adopt strongly a different
model of political system on the other hand. Many respondents argued that they would prefer
Islamic political system instead of contemporary political systems that emphasized by the

questionnaire of this study.

Figure: 2 Attitudes towards the Available Political Systems for the New Libya
Missing data

13% _\

Parlementary
18%

do not care
5%

Mixed
14%

prisendency
29%

Data Source: Same as Table: 1.

By the end of the micro-level section, we will attempt to describe and analyze the impact
of other variables upon the attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya. As far as
the impact of controlling variables is concerned on the micro-level of analysis, it is noticeable
that significant differences were reported as follow:

1. T-test for equality of means showed that male are significantly different (p > 0.05) in
their attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya in nine different cases:
legitimacy, political parties pluralism, judiciary independence, Amazigh language,
conciliation, policy of buying weapons, policy of reconstruction, rotation of power, and
Kaddafi encouragement of tribes versus tribes. The levels of support were higher among
females in four issues: legitimacy, Amazigh language, policy of reconstruction, and the
encouragement of tribalism. But, the males were more supportive to the other five cases:
parties’ pluralism, judiciary independence, conciliation, policy of buying weapons, and
rotation of power.

2. Different levels of support were recorded between students and employees at acceptable
level of significance (p > 0.05) regarding twenty three issues: obedience, support,
technocrat, constitution, citizens welfare, Islam, freedom of religions, parties pluralism,
rotation of power, international obligation, private ownership, judiciary independence,

parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, Amazigh language, conciliation, tolerance,
I —
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disarmament, injured revolutionaries, reconstruction policy, re-evaluation of foreign

policy towards Africa, Russia and China.

3. The ratio of issues that reflect significant differences reached its pike within the
framework of regional variable; therefore, twenty nine cases (or 70%) reflected
different patterns of attitudes among the respondents from western, Eastern and
southern parts of Libya. The most prominent issues that reflect significance differences
(at level of.000) are: obedience, support, legitimacy, technocrat, federalism,® parochial
and subjective cultures, and disarmament. Nevertheless, crucial issues did not report
significant differences, particularly in cases of national cohesion, participation culture
and political tolerance.

4. The attitudes towards democratic transition according to education levels (high school
and university levels), indicated that eight issues were statistically significant (p > 0.05),
and they are: parochial and subjective cultures, support, disarmament, citizen welfare,
liberty and equity, Islam, and human rights.

5. Singles and married respondents are significantly varied in their attitudes towards
democratic transition on one third of the cases that incorporated in the questionnaire.
These issues represented the three functional levels of political culture, and they are:
obedience, legitimacy, technocrat, constitution, citizens’ welfare, freedom of religion,
rotation of power, international obligation, judiciary independence, parochial and
subjective cultures, tribalism, disarmament, and re-evaluation of Libyan foreign policy.

6. The data of this study emphasized also a generation gap in more than one third of the
issues at significant level (p > 0.05), and they are include: Support, technocrat,
pluralism, Rotation of powers, international obligations, human rights, private
ownership, judiciary independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism,
conciliation, middle class role in the revolution, disarmament, rebuilding Libya, and re-
evaluation of Libyan foreign policy.

7. Finally, significant differences (p > 0.05) according to the income variable were

reported between the different levels of income generally, and zero and high incomes

respondents particularly, in the following cases: obedience, support, rotation of power,

parochial and subjective cultures and tribalism.

L
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By the end of this sub-section, the qualitative aspects of the previous statistical analysis
should be mentioned. As far as the positive attitudes towards democratic transition in the new
Libya are concerned, one might contribute that to the following factors:

1. The new Libya adopted since the early months of the 17" of February a constitutional
declaration that recognized the rights and duties of Libyans in a democratic country;
therefore, the Libyans involved for the first time since 1969 in real political processes that
recognize their rights and duties as good citizens. This new shifts in political process
resulted in different political attitudes that make citizens feel they are worthy and they
can make differences in real political life.

2. Since Libya become a new democratic political system during the years 2011-2015;
therefore, people do not view themselves belonging any more to parochial or subjective
cultures, but rather they regard themselves as good citizens and participants in every
aspect concerning the new Libya.

3. People can make the differences in democratic political system rather than authoritarian
regime; thus, people support by nature democracy and reject dictatorship, and in this
regard Libyans are not an exception to this rule.

4. Since political culture involves the levels of cognition, effectiveness and evaluation, it is
noticeable that globalization and the revolutions in communications and information
influenced and changed attitudes in favour of overthrown dictatorship and support
democracy, and the Libyan people are not an exception to these changes. The media
called the Youths, who communicate through the social networks in the spring
revolutions countries, the generation of Face book, Twitters and You Tube.

5. The new political system that indicated by the constitutional declaration is a new option
for Libyan people; therefore, their attitudes until now are positive and creative. The
positive political attitudes in post Kaddafi’s era are spilled over, but it is not necessarily
will continue to do so, if the new political elites and leaders violate consistently
democratic values and principles.

But, as we noticed that the sample’s attitudes were negative towards matters that affect
democratic transition in the new Libya, especially issues that affect their role as active citizens
in politics, e. g. parochial and subjective cultures; or questions that affect national identity and
unity, e.g.; federalism, tolerance with Kaddafi’s supporters before they punished for their
crimes and Amazigh language. Although these negative attitudes did not affect the overall

patterns of total or general attitudes, but they might be contributed to the following reasons:

'
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. When the Kaddafi’s regime suppressed the will of Libyan people during the years,
1969-t0-2011, they viewed themselves as parochial and subjective. Now, the Libyans
enjoying democracy; therefore, they view themselves as good citizens and active
participants in the political process that will establish a new entity governed by law and
institutions. This shift in Libyan political attitudes resulted in positive attitudes towards
democratic transition, and negative orientations towards parochial and subjective
cultures.

2. Although separatist or federalist movement represent a minority in the Eastern part of
Libya, most of the sample rejected federalism as a political option for the new Libya,
on the ground that Libyans are more homogeneous and shares history and values that
should keep them cohesive and unified rather than disintegrated.

3. The Amazigh language is also rejected by a large portion of the sample, simply because
the Amazigh constitutes a small portion of the population on the one hand (less than
10%), and the people are more open to learn foreign language, e. g., English, that
upgrade and improve their skills for job market on the other hand.

4. Some of Kaddafi’s supporters used every available means to suppress the revolution of
17" of February 2011, and they did not punished yet for their crimes against humanity,
due to political and security reasons; therefore, the general attitudes refused to tolerate
with them unless the justice take its course.

5. Liberal democracy is a successful model in the western countries, but it is not
necessarily a good model for the new Libya; thus the general attitudes reject it, due the
different environment conditions that distinguish one political system from another.
So, it is not the democracy that was rejected by the majority of the sample, but copied

liberal democracy as a model is what opposed by the sample majority.

Conclusion:

The aim of this study is to narrow down the gap in the literature regarding the status of
political culture in the new Libya. The post-Kaddafi’s Libya transferred from dictatorship into
new democracy that reflected the outcomes of what is being known the Arab spring revolutions.
Three revolutions resulted in the collapse of authoritarian regimes and the spread of the fourth
wave of democracy in our contemporary world. Thus, the second decade of the new millennium
ended the era of Kaddafi’s dictatorship that last more than four decades (1969-to-2011) on the

]
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one hand, and witnessed the beginning of democratic transition in the new Libya on the other
hand. 1

As far as the results of this study are concerned, one might summarize them in the

following points:

1.

The authoritarian regime suppressed the freedom of Libyan people since the coup d’état
of 1969, when Kaddafi’s came to power. The Kaddafi’s regime involved in extensive
political socialization processes that affected negatively the different functional levels
of Libyan political culture. !

The new Libya is involved in a democratic transition process since the beginning of 17
of February revolution of 2011, therefore, a road map was adopted by the constitutional
declaration of August 3" of 2011. Accountable and transparent election was held in 7-
7-2012, and adopting a permanent constitution is underway.

Libyan attitudes towards democratic transition reflected generally positive aspects on
the macro and micro-levels of analysis as well.

Libyan attitudes have shifted from parochial and subjective cultures that were dominant
during the Kaddafi era, into participation culture after the victory of the 17" of February
revolution.

National identity becomes the first priority in Libya post Kaddafi.

The Libyan positive attitudes towards democratic transition are not obsolete; therefore,
negative orientations were recorded when parochial and subjective cultures, national
identity, liberal democracy, federalism and the necessity for transitional justice are
involved.

Positive and negative attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya are not
necessarily identical; thus, different levels of support and opposition were reported on
macro and micro-levels alike.

There were no significance differences noticed when the seven variables controlled
(gender type, age, education, income, social status, occupation, and place of living.) on
the macro level of analysis.

There were significant difference recorded on the micro level of analysis as far as gender
type, age, education, income, social status, occupation, and place of living variables are
concerned, mainly due to the various levels of support among the respondents of the

sample.

'
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10. The democratic transition that Libya post Kaddafi enjoys is not the only variable that
resulted in the new positive political orientations; therefore, further studies to explore
that is required.

The previous findings support, by and large, the underlying basic hypothesis on the one
hand, and reject the null hypothesis on the other hand. A positive relationship between
democratic transition in the new Libya on the one side, and attitudes on the other side were
supported by the data of this study. Nevertheless, systematic and consistent empirical studies
are now in great demands, in order to describe and analyze scientifically the developments and

changes in Libya and other Arab spring countries as well. 2

Notes:

** This study summarizes the findings of a book published in Arabic by the author in 2013. (see the
references of this study: 2013 «axéa) Thus, the main aim of this study is to inform the non-Arabic readers
about the Libyans attitudes towards democratic transformation in the early years of Libya post-Kaddafi,
2011-to-2014.

1- The Yemeni revolution of 2011 did not fulfil its ultimate goals, when the Gulf Council States reached
an agreement with Ali Abdalla Salah, the ex-president of Yemen; thus he stepped down and his vice
president took over the power. The ex-president Ali Abdalla Sahah remained, however, in Yemen;
therefore, his loyalists slowed down the process of political reforms that Yemeni’s peoples hoped for
during their revolution in 2011-t0-2012.

2- The questions of the survey were classified according to the three functional levels of political culture
as follow:

o System attitudes level included twenty one questions regarding: obey the government or obedience,
support the government, legitimacy of government, performance of government, Libyan identity
versus others, the length of transitional period, government of technocrats, political tolerance, liberal
democracy, Libya as a country of law and institution, citizens welfare, liberty equity and justice,
Islam as source of legislation, freedom of religions, political parties pluralism, rotation of power,
international relations commitments, human rights, private ownership, judiciary independence, and
federalism as a political choice for the new Libya.

o Process attitudes level incorporated ten questions related to: parochial culture, subjective culture,
participation culture, Libya as one tribe, Kaddafi encouragement of tribes versus tribes, national
reconciliation, Amazigh language, the role of middle class on 17th of February revolution, national
conciliation with the last regions that supported Kaddafi, e.g., Sirit and Bani Walid, and tolerance
with Kaddafi’s supporters.

¢ Policy attitudes level included also ten questions regarding: policy of disarmament in Libya, policy
of buying weapons, policy of medical treatment for injured revolutionary youths, policy of
reconstruction, policy of services improvements, policy of reconciliation, policy of environment, re-
evaluate Libyan foreign policy towards Africa, re-evaluate Libyan foreign policy towards Russia,
China and Algeria, and policy of rewarding countries that participated in the alliance against
Kaddafi’s regime during the 17th of February revolution on 2011, e.g., France, USA and United
Kingdom.

]
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3- for more details on this subject, see: “Survey of Public Opinion in Eastern Libya, October 12-25,
2011, Shabakat Corporation, retrieved from: <http://www.shabakat.se>

4- The committee of sixty reflected the political bargaining process during the era of Libyan
independence on 24-12-1952, when Libya divided into three states, namely Barka, Fazan and Tripoli.
Each state represented by twenty delegates; therefore it called on this basis the committee of sixty. After
sixty years from the Libya independence in 24-12-1951, the political elites duplicate the same political
process regarding the new constitution. The committee of sixty reflects a controversial political issue
among supporters and opponents in the new millennium, because many things had changed, e.g., the
population has increased from one into more than six millions. The committee of sixty involves,
however, the phenomenon of power sharing in the new democratic Libya, and thus “calls for power
sharing system [in Libya] are gaining momentum”. For more details on this committee, see for example:
(Geha and Doumit, 2012)

5- While the system attitude variable will includes the total frequencies of the first twenty-one questions
that reflect orientations towards the new Libyan political system; the other ten questions will represent
the process attitude; and the final ten questions will refer to the policy attitude variable.

6- This study adopted Likert’s five scales of measurement,(see Babbie, 2008: 188-189) thus the answers
on the questions of this study questionnaire will reflect these five values: strongly disagree (1), disagree
(2), do not know (3), agree (4), and strongly agree (5). Since the test value for the Likert’sscale of
measurement on micro level is (3); therefore, the test value for the new developed variables, on the
macro-level of analysis, will be calculated as follow: total attitudes (41 questions x 3 = 123); system
attitudes (21 x 3 = 63); process attitudes (10 x 3 = 20); and finally policy attitudes ( 10 x 3 = 20).
Accordingly, while figures below these test values refer to negative attitudes, higher values demonstrate
positive attitudes. In short, the higher the values that recorded by questionnaire respondents according
to Likert’s scale of measurement, the more positive attitudes are reported.

7- The high levels of significance that indicated in Table: 2 are mainly due to the strong relationship
and large number of cases as well.

8- In order to avoid type one error, by rejecting null hypothesis and it is true, the acceptable level of
significance should be less than the acceptable level (p > 0.05)that is known in the literature. The data
of Table: 2 demonstrates that the levels of significance is generally less than 0.01; therefore, we reject
the null hypothesis and accept in the meantime the basic one, which assumed the impact of democratic
transition upon the Libyan attitudes.

9- Although the first call for federalism during the 17th of February revolution, 2011 was from the
eastern Libya (Barka’s declaration), the data of this study indicated that the respondents from the
southern Libya were noticeablysupportive to federalism. While the level of agreement among the
respondents from the south reached (40.7%), this level did not exceed (21.5%) in the East and 13.7% in
the west.

10- According to Huntington (1991), the contemporary world witnessed three waves of democracy. By
the end of first decade in the twenty-one century, one might argue that the Arab spring revolutions
represent the fourth wave of democracy.

11- In order to remain in power, Kaddafi did all he can to end the international embargo against his
regime. ltaly during Berlusconi era concluded on 2008 a treaty with Kaddafi regimeinvolved political
and economic cooperation, and for further information in this regard see the author: (Kashiem, 2010)

12- Although the concept of Arab spring refers to the geo-political changes that occurred in the Arab
world since the 2010, some analyst misread the dramatic changes in the region and considered the Arab
spring concept as misleading, simply because it means for him replacing the Arab national identity with
the Islamic identity.(for more details, see Bannerman, 2013) Observers can notice that the rise of
political Islam in the Arab spring countries does not means the end of history; therefore, secularism
versus political Islamism will continue even though Muslim brotherhood formed practically the first
governments in Tunisia and Egypt as well.
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